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tation. But your Excellency has very unfortunately eateftained an Opinich, that thé A& i this Seafe of
it would operate to the Deftruction of Two old Adts of Aflembly, and 2 long wenintérrupted Courfe of

Trade, and would introduce Inconveniencies to the Trader ; however, whes yéu havé confrfiered that tho”

our Conftrudtion of this At fhould take place, yet thofe old Laws not being repealed by if, would fill
exift, and that the Attorney-General would ftill lay under the Reftrictions of the hrit, and the Naval Ofi-
cers under the Limitation (as to the Fée on Impoft-Bonds) of the laft, and that the long whinterrupted
Courfe of Trade (if by that you mean the Practice of taking ImpoRt-Bonds) could be affe®ed, 6t the Na-
val-Officers reftrained, only in a fingle Inftanceé, you will perhaps think there was itthe Oecafibr fo take
- a forced Confiruttion of thofe Words, in order to obviate Incornveniencies and Difhci¥iés which cenld not
pofiibly flow from the true one; we are perfuaded what we have already f2id on this Hexd & fufficient to
convince every Man (if it was not abundantly plain by the A¢t itfelf) that the Confra&ion Which fhe lete
Lower Houfe, as well as ourfelves, have givén that Aét of Affembly, is cléarly right, and we hépé by this
‘Time, it fufliciently appears that the late Lower Houfe were right in their Gpinion,

That the Naval-Officers ought not to have taken Itipo®-Bonds for the Dety on Convilts, bétzufe it was
an Indulgence unknown to the Law : 4

That the Duty on fuch Servants is required to be paid at the Tinte 6f Entry :

And that it was the Duty of thofe Officers to havé refufed to have Enteréd the Veffels Importing them,

until the Duty was paid : ' ,

And confequently that their Conclufion, drawn from thofe Premifes (¢ fot which thofe Offcers ought
“ to be anfwerable)” cannot be wrotg. : B

We can by no Means allow, that the Report of the Cdmmittee of the late Eower Houfe, éinits doing that
Jultice to the Naval Officers which is {tritly their due; for though perhaps the Committee ifi that Réport,
might have more clearly exprefled by what Means they came by their Knowledge of the Refufal of the Maf-
tefs to pay the Duty on Conviéts, and might have mentionéd the N. B. placed at the Foot of the Lift of En.
tries, in which the Naval-Officer of Annapo/is mentions his being in poffefiion of Impoft Borids, on which the
Duties, if due, might be Recovered, yet the natare of the Charge muft fill have been the fathe, 2iz. That
they had omitted to collett the Duty oif Conviéts: And as the late Lower Houfe, by their Addrefs, gaveitas

their Opinion, that the Naval-Officers cught not to have taken Imipoft Borids for that Duty, we muft prefume

they were informed that {uch Bonids wete taken, and very probably from the abovementioned X. B. and fince
there is no room to imagitie they would have been of 3 different Opinion, upon receiving their Information
from the Report of the Committee, it feems very clear, that every thing done, in confequence of the Report
as it now ftands, muft have been done, if the Report in the moft clear and-exprefs Manner, had mentioned
the N. B. atthe Footof the Lift of Entties: Where then is the Foundation fof your Excellency’s Infinvations,
“ that Fa&ts were not mentioned, and that fome Tranfaétions were noticed, when others 2ppeating upor the
“ Face of the fame Evidence, were concealed, merely for the Sake of patching up a Charge ageinft the
“ Naval-Officers, in order to get their Office Bonds fued; that the Reprefentations of the late Lotter Houfe
‘ were unjuft, and our Complaints in Confequence of them unreafonable 7 We are really concertied to find
your Excelleney, on fuch flight Pretences, charging the Reprefentatives of a People, with Want of Firmuel:
and Candour, and determining not to pay the leaft Regard to their Reprefentations. .

And now to conclude this Part of our Addrefs; fince it is clear to us that Convits are lizblé to the Duty
impofed on Servants for Seven Years or upwards, by the A& in Queftion ; fince it is the piatn Conftru&tion
of that A&, that the Duty on fuch Servants fhall be paid by the Importer at the Time of his Entry; fince
all Duties are to be paid at the Time of Entry, unlefs it be otherwife direGed by the particular Law imipo-
fing them; and fince itis Clear, that Impoft Bonds, except where thé Law in any particalar Cafe direés
them to be Taken, are no more than an Indulgence in the Officer at his own Rifque, and by no Means an
eftablithed Security for Country Duties; we think it muft follow, that the Naval-Officers of the Ports of
Patowmack and Annapolis have been guilty of a dire Breach of Duty; im not colle¢ting from the Importers
of Convicts'the Duties impofed by the A& in 1754 on Servams for Sever Years or upwards, among which
Conviéts are undoubtedly included: And though your Excellency is pleafed to fay, ¢ But if pothing lefs
* ¢ than Suits on thofe' Officers Bonds will Content you, I muft beg to be excufed ;” yet we hope what we
have now faid may induce you to alter your Refolution; and therefore we do agzin requeft, we do infift opon
it as 3 Matter we have a Right to expeé from your Excellency; who has the Supreme Exteutivé Power in
this Government, and whofe' Duty it is'to preferve the Laws in their fall Strength, that Dire&ions be given
for the putting the' Bonds: of - thefe-Officers in Suit immediately: And now permit us to zffuré yowr Extél.
lency, that as it is ourindifpenfible Duty; -fo-itis our fixed-and unaherablé Refoluion, zv faithfuf-Grzdiens
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